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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 September 2007 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)IEl This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on August 
20, 2007 has been entered. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

3. The amendment filed January 24, 2007 is objected to under 35 U.S.C. 132(a) 
because it introduces new matter into the disclosure. 35 U.S.C. 132(a) states that no 
amendment shall introduce new matter into the disclosure of the invention. The added 
material which is not supported by the original disclosure is as follows: Lines 4-5 of the 
amended paragraph beginning page 13, line 8, the phrase ""a copolymer with 
(meth)acrylic amide and a monomer copolymerizable therewith" is a new matter 
because the specification as originally filed fail to provide support for monomer 
copolymerizable with (meth)acrylic amide. Applicants have not pointed-out where the 
support for the added subject matter can be found in the originally filed specification. In 

addition, the phrase "polymer of (meth)acrylic ethyl ester ammonium salts of 

(meth)acrylic acid" is unclear and cannot be under stood. It is not clear whether 
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applicants are trying to claim homopolymer of recited monomers or copolymer of 
(meth)acrylic acid with recited monomers. Clarification and/or correction requested. 
Applicant is required to cancel the new matter in the reply to this Office Action. 

4. Claims 1, 5, 7, 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. The specification as 
originally filed fail to provide support for the claimed polymer (1) polymer of 
(meth)acrylic ethyl ester, (2) polymer of (meth)acrylic butyl ester, (3) a copolymer with 
(meth)acrylic amide and a monomer copolymerizable therewith, (4) polymer of alkali 
metal salt of (meth)acrylic acid and (5) polymer of ammonium salt of (meth)acrylic acid 
as (meth)acrylic acid polymer (b2). The specification as originally filed defines the term 
"the (meth)acrylic acid polymer (b2)" is meant herein polymers predominantly 
containing acrylic acid and/or methacrylic acid (Page 13, lines 8-9 of the present 
specification). The claimed polymer (1) polymer of (meth)acrylic ethyl ester reads on 
homopolymer of (meth)acrylic ethyl ester monomer, and (2) polymer of (meth)acrylic 
butyl ester reads on homopolymer of (meth)acrylic butyl ester monomer. The originally 
filed specification does not provide support for these homopolymers. The originally 
filed specification does not support a copolymer with (meth)acrylic amide and a 
unspecified monomer copolymerizable therewith. The originally filed specification may 
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provide support for copolymer of (meth)acrylic acid with (meth)acrylic amide wherein 
the (meth)acrylic acid monomer is a major component (i.e. predominant component). 
Both, claimed polymer of alkali metal salt of (meth)acrylic acid and polymer of 
ammonium salt of (meth)acrylic acid reads on 100% neutralized (meth)acrylic acid 
polymers which are not supported by originally filed specification. The originally filed 
specification provides support for a partially neutralized (meth)acrylic acid polymer 
(Page 13, lines 24-25). There is nothing on record showing that applicants had 
possession of the inventions with afore mentioned polymers (1) to (5). 

5. Claims 1, 5, 7, 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1, lines 16-20, the markush group members "polymer of (meth)acrylic ethyl 
ester", "polymer of (meth)acrylic butyl ester", "a copolymer with (meth)acrylic amide and 
a monomer copolymerizable therewith", "polymer of alkali metal salt of (meth)acrylic 
acid" and "polymer of ammonium salt of (meth)acrylic acid" renders claims indefinite 
and confusing because as per the phrase "the (meth)acrylic acid polymer (b2) contains 
predominantly acrylic acid and/or methacrylic acid and" before the markush group 
requires polymers recited in the markush group to contain predominantly acrylic and/or 
methacrylic acid while afore said markush group members does not require to contain 
any amount of acrylic acid and/or methacrylic acid. Therefore claims are indefinite and 
confusing. In addition, lines 13-14, the phrase "the (meth)acrylic acid polymer (b2) 
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contains predominantly acrylic acid and/or methacrylic acid" and lines 21-22, the phrase 
"wherein if (meth)acrylic acid polymer (b2) contains a carboxylic acid group, said 
(meth)acrylic acid polymer (b2) has a degree of neutralization of 3-15%" renders claims 
indefinite. 

6. Applicant's arguments filed August 20, 2007 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. In reference to objection to the amendment filed January 24, 2007 
as the phrase "a copolymer with (meth)acrylic amide and a monomer copolymerizable 
therewith" introducing new matter, applicants mainly argue that since a copolymer is 
defined as a polymer of two distinct monomers, and since only a single monomer was 
originally stated, one skilled in the art would have immediately known that the term "a 
copolymer with (meth)acrylic amide" necessarily means "a copolymer between 
(meth)acrylic amide and another monomer copolymerizable with (meth)acrylic amide. 

These arguments are unpersuasive because as per definition of the term "the 
(meth)acrylic acid polymer (b2) is meant herein polymers predominantly containing 
acrylic acid and/or methacrylic acid". Therefore the copolymers other than the 
copolymer of (meth)acrylic amide and (meth)acrylic acid is a new matter. Likewise any 
polymer (or copolymer) does not contain predominant amount of acrylic acid and/or 
methacrylic acid is also a new matter. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to D. S. Nakarani whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1512. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rena Dye can be reached on (571) 272-3186. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/D. S. Nakarani/ 
D. S. Nakarani 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1794 
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